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In July 2020, 'A’, a taxi driver, was accused of kidnapping 'B', a 14-year-old student. The
prosecution alleges that 'A' deliberately diverted from the agreed route while taking 'B'
home from school, instead driving to a secluded area. According to the prosecution, 'A’
then demanded a ransom from 'B's parents for her safe return. The parents contacted the
police, who traced the taxi's location using GPS and rescued 'B'.

'A’ has pleaded not guilty, claiming that the route was altered due to road closures and that
the phone call for ransom was a misunderstanding, arguing that he was actually trying to
contact the parents to inform them about the delay and discuss the detour. Evidence
presented includes GPS data, phone call records, and testimonies from 'B' and her parents.

As the judge presiding over this case, you are required to draft a judgement.

IN THE COURT OF SESSIONS, DISTRICT COURT
State vs. 'A’
Session Case No.: XYZ of 2020
Under Section: 364A of the Indian Penal Code
Date of Judgment: [Insert Date]
Presiding Judge: Hon'ble Justice [Insert Name]

Prosecution: Government of [State]
Accused: 'A'
Charge: Kidnapping for ransom

JUDGMENT
The accused, 'A', a taxi driver, stands charged under Section 364A of the Indian Penal Code,
accused of kidnapping 'B', a 14-year-old student, with the intent to demand a ransom. This grave
accusation demands a thorough examination of all evidence and testimonies presented before this
court.

Prosecution’s Submissions

The prosecution alleges that 'A' deviated from the customary route taken to transport 'B' from
school to her home, instead driving her to an isolated location. It is further alleged that during this
deviation, 'A' made a ransom demand to 'B's parents, which led to police intervention and the
eventual rescue of 'B' facilitated by GPS tracking of the taxi.

Defence’s Submissions

The defence contends that the deviation in the route was necessitated by unforeseen road
closures, not by any malicious intent on 'A's part. Regarding the ransom call, 'A' claims it was a
significant misunderstanding, asserting that his intention was merely to inform 'B's parents of the
delay and discuss the new route, not to demand a ransom.

Evidence and Analysis
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GPS Data (Section 65B of the Indian Evidence Act): The GPS records confirm that 'A' took a route
not typically used for the journey from the school to 'B's home. However, the presence of road
closures on the usual route that day has been corroborated.

Phone Call Records (Section 65B of the Indian Evidence Act): The records indicate that a call was
made from 'A's phone to 'B's parents. The content of this call, as interpreted differently by the
prosecution and the defence, is pivotal.

Testimonies from 'B' and Her Parents (Sections 24 to 30 of the Indian Evidence Act): 'B' felt
threatened during the ride, which supports the prosecution's claim of kidnapping. However, the
context of the phone call—as a ransom demand or a notification about the detour—remains
contentious.

Conclusion

The key issue rests on the intent behind 'A's actions. While it is proven that 'A' deviated from the
usual route and that a call was made, the interpretation of these actions under the law is critical.
The evidence of actual road closures and the plausible explanation offered by 'A’ for the phone call
introduce reasonable doubt regarding the intention to kidnap for ransom.

Order

Given the reasonable doubt surrounding 'A's intent, this court is not satisfied beyond a reasonable
doubt with the prosecution's version of the events. Accordingly, 'A' is found Not Guilty of the charge
under Section 364A of the IPC.

It is hereby ordered and adjudged that the accused 'A' be acquitted of the charges and released
forthwith unless required in connection with any other case.

This judgement is delivered in open court and is subject to appeal.
Delivered by:

[Insert Judge's Name]

[Insert Judicial Title]

[Insert Date of Judgement]
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