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Judgement Writing : Custody Battle Suit

In January 2020, 'A' and 'B', who were married for seven years and have two children aged 6
and 8, decided to file for divorce due to irreconcilable differences. The main contention
between the parties is the custody of the children. 'A', the mother, seeks full custody,
arguing that she has been the primary caregiver and that 'B', the father, has been largely
absent due to his demanding job. 'A' also claims that 'B's lifestyle and frequent travel make
him unfit to provide a stable environment for the children.

'B', on the other hand, seeks joint custody. He acknowledges his previous absences but has
recently made significant career changes to ensure he can devote more time to the
children. He argues that maintaining strong relationships with both parents is in the best
interests of the children. 'B' also provides evidence of his active involvement in the
children’s educational and extracurricular activities in the past six months.

Both parties have submitted their arguments, along with affidavits from family members,
friends, and teachers, as well as expert reports from child psychologists.

As the judge presiding over this case, you are required to draft a judgement.

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF [JURISDICTION]
Case No.: XYZ of 2020

Between:

'A' (Petitioner/Mother)

and

'B' (Respondent/Father)

Date of Judgment: [Insert Date]
Presiding Judge: Hon'ble Judge [Insert Name]

JUDGMENT
The matter before the Court concerns the custody arrangement for the two minor children of 'A'
(Mother) and 'B' (Father), following their decision to dissolve their marriage due to irreconcilable
differences. The primary issue at hand is determining an arrangement that best serves the
interests and welfare of the children, aged 6 and 8.

Background
The parties were married for seven years and have two children from the marriage. 'A' has
petitioned for full custody, citing her role as the primary caregiver and questioning the suitability of
'B' due to his demanding job and lifestyle. On the other hand, 'B' seeks joint custody, emphasising
his recent efforts to adjust his work commitments to spend more time with his children and
asserting the importance of the children having regular contact with both parents.
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Evidence Presented
Testimonies and Affidavits: Affidavits from family members, friends, and teachers have been
submitted by both parties, portraying both 'A' and 'B' as capable and loving parents.

Expert Reports: Child psychologists have provided reports discussing the potential impacts of
different custody arrangements on the children. The consensus suggests that children benefit from
active involvement from both parents, provided there are no issues of neglect or abuse.

Analysis
The Court's primary concern is the best interests of the children, which includes considerations of
their emotional, educational, and physical needs. Both parents have demonstrated a commitment
to meeting these needs.

'A' has been the primary caregiver, which is a significant factor. However, this role alone does not
preclude 'B' from sharing custody, especially considering his recent changes to his work life to
accommodate better parental responsibilities.

'B' has made commendable efforts to restructure his professional life to ensure he can provide
more stable and consistent care for the children. His active involvement in the children's
educational and extracurricular activities is well-documented and speaks to his dedication.

The psychological reports and most modern studies on child development favour joint custody
arrangements, which allow children to benefit from the ongoing involvement of both parents. This
arrangement presumes that both parents are fit and there are no extenuating circumstances that
would harm the children.

Decision
Having considered all the submissions and the evidence presented, the Court finds that joint
custody is in the best interests of the children. This arrangement will ensure that the children
maintain a strong relationship with both parents, which is crucial for their emotional stability and
development.

Order
1. The Court awards joint legal and physical custody of the children to both 'A' and 'B'. The

specific schedule for custody shall be as follows: The children will reside with 'A' during
school days and with 'B' on weekends. Holidays and vacations will be divided equally
between the parents.

2. Both parents are required to facilitate and encourage frequent and continuing contact
between the children and the other parent.

3. Any major decisions regarding the children's education, health care, and welfare shall be
made jointly by the parents.
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4. This custody arrangement will be revisited and may be modified based on any substantial
changes in circumstances.

Delivered by:
[Insert Judge's Name]
[Insert Judicial Title]
[Insert Date of Judgement]
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