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Restitution
Restitution within the Civil Procedure Code
(CPC) embodies the philosophical foundation
of corrective justice, where the law seeks to
mend the disruption caused by its own
procedural errors.

It is not merely about undoing a wrong, but
rather restoring the cosmic balance that was
unsettled by an erroneous judicial decree.
This notion emphasises the law’s role not just
as a system of rules, but as a custodian of
fairness and moral order.

Actus Curiae Neminem Gravabit

The principle "actus curiae neminem
gravabit" is a Latin legal maxim which
translates to "an act of the court shall
prejudice no one." This principle ensures that
no party is harmed or suffers a loss due to an
oversight, error, or omission by the court. It
emphasises the court's responsibility to
protect the legal rights of individuals and to
correct any procedural errors that may
inadvertently occur during judicial
proceedings.

Essentially, this maxim is applied to prevent
miscarriage of justice, ensuring that

procedural defects do not negatively impact
the rights of the parties involved. It serves as
a critical mechanism to maintain fairness and
justice within the legal system.

Section 144 of the CPC

Section 144 of the CPC articulates the legal
scaffolding for restitution, acting as a conduit
through which the law rectifies its own
missteps. This provision is a reflection of the
legal system's recognition of its fallibility and
its commitment to amend the consequences
of its judgments. It embodies a rare
acknowledgment by the judiciary that justice,
though ideally blind, must also be
introspective and corrective.
Principles Underlying Restitution

The principles that underpin restitution are
deeply rooted in the concepts of equity and
justice. The core idea is to prevent one party
from being unjustly enriched at the expense
of another, a situation that could arise from
the capricious nature of legal proceedings.
Restitution is based on the belief that the

scales of justice, once tipped erroneously,
must be balanced, guided by the moral
imperative of rectitude and fairness.
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Key Conditions for Restitution

Restitution is invoked under stringent
conditions: an acknowledged error in the
original decree, demonstrable loss due to this
error, and adherence to the decree while it
was in force.

These conditions ensure that restitution is not
merely procedural but a moral endeavour to
right the wrongs wrought by judicial
decisions, reaffirming the trust in legal
processes.

Judicial Guidelines for Restitution
The judiciary has framed guidelines for
restitution with a philosophical undercurrent,
emphasising that the power to restore must
be wielded with wisdom and not by mere
rule-following.

These guidelines serve as a testament to the
judiciary's role as an agent of justice, tasked
with the profound duty to ensure that its
actions do not perpetuate injustice but
instead cultivate fairness and equity.

Restitution transcends its procedural role and
emerges as a philosophical imperative within
the judiciary.

It is a testament to the law’s ongoing quest
not only to administer justice but to embody
it, to ensure that its decrees do not merely
end conflicts but also mend the underlying
social and moral fabric, reaffirming the law’s

role as a dynamic instrument of ethical
governance.
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